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As the wave of AI/ML use cases gathers momentum, businesses seeking to 

confidently harness the full potential of data intelligence solutions must 

deliver enterprise-wide visibility and access to high-value, reliable data and 

AI models. They must also enforce the governance that provides the proper 

context for decision-making and the guardrails to maintain regulatory compliance. 

A data intelligence platform serves as the backbone 

of an organization’s data and analytics pipelines, 

helping businesses streamline data management 

and AI data readiness efforts organization-wide, no 

matter how rapidly data grows and flows.

Here are five features to consider when 

evaluating a data intelligence solution which put 

organizations in the best position possible to realize 

rapid business value.

1. ACCELERATE DATA PRODUCTS 
DELIVERY FROM MODEL TO 
MARKETPLACE
Data products provide an organization’s data 

consumers with a head start in making the most of 

high-value, trusted and reliable organizational data. 

Model-to-marketplace capabilities within data 

intelligence software accelerate the creation and 

delivery of data products, ensuring lines of business 

gain access to the most high-value, best-fit 

products quickly. To get there, sound data product 

design is critical and should start with strong data 

modeling. Data intelligence software that leverages 

data modeling capabilities helps teams ensure final 

data products will meet business requirements 

through a logical representation of the data 

upfront. Post modeling, critical data elements, 

sensitive data classifications and other data 

modeling information unite with a solution’s data 

catalog automation and governance capabilities to 

fast-track product assembly while ensuring 

requisite business context and guardrails are 

maintained. Included data lineage, asset 

relationship diagrams, policies, data quality 

visibility and more ensure better understanding and 

more effective use of data products. 

Using data marketplace capabilities within a data 

intelligence solution to deliver governed final 

products makes it easier for business users to find, 

compare and access the best-fitting data products 

for their needs quickly. It also provides governance 

and compliance documentation around accessibility 

and use across the organization. By using data 

intelligence software to stand up an internal data 

marketplace, organizations can offer one secure 

and scalable place for everyone involved with data, 

AI and analytics initiatives to easily shop and share 

high-value, trusted data products, datasets and AI 

models. Automated data value scoring, social 

ratings and reviews, side-by-side comparisons and 

marketplace data categorizations speed asset 

discovery, analysis, selection and, ultimately, data 

consumer use and adoption.   

2. USE DATA MODELING 
INFORMATION TO JUMPSTART 
DATA INTELLIGENCE AND 
GOVERNANCE
Beyond specific use within data product design and 

delivery, an organization’s data models contain all 

kinds of useful information to aid data intelligence 

and governance efforts. Data intelligence software 

that leverages data modeling elements, mapping 

and naming standards, data classifications and 
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more to quickly enrich data catalogs and develop 

business context provide teams with a tangible way 

to accelerate governance efforts. Leveraging one 

platform for data modeling and data intelligence 

capabilities ensures teams can easily standardize 

and mobilize governance throughout their 

organizations and quickly build and easily maintain 

a sustainable, sound foundation for data and 

analytics pipelines.  

3. ALL-IN-ONE DATA LINEAGE FOR 
BOTH IT AND LINES OF BUSINESS
Enterprise data landscape visibility serves as a core 

component of data intelligence software, providing 

organizations with data flow visualizations from 

source to consumption, including any changes or 

transformations data makes throughout its journey. 

While some solutions offer two or more separate 

lineage tools to meet data lineage needs — in some 

cases offering separate tools for IT versus lines of 

business users — the ability to collaborate and dive in 

or out of detail within a single tool helps teams derive 

value from data lineage faster. Detailed data lineage 

provides sharp technical accuracy and detail for IT 

planning and data management, and is essential for 

managing today’s more complex data landscapes. 

Solutions that allow users to switch views or filter out 

technical layers to see the same lineage in a more 

business-friendly context on the spot drive valuable 

IT-business conversations around the data, and 

improve data literacy as teams work together to 

establish and maximize the value of data and 

analytics pipelines. Seeing data health throughout its 

transitions also helps IT and business users readily 

collaborate on efforts to improve data quality. 

Meeting IT and business needs with all-in-one 

data lineage through a single data intelligence 

provider sets organizations up to realize value from 

data lineage much faster, at less cost and with 

fewer hassles. 

4. WELL INTEGRATED AND 
EXTENSIVE DATA QUALITY 
VISIBILITY
Improving data quality is the top driver of data 

governance programs today, according to the State 

of Data Intelligence research sponsored by Quest. 

As a result, teams now place greater importance on 

integrated data quality capabilities within data 

intelligence software. The most valuable solutions 

on the market offer broad and deep visibility into 

data quality, and provide automated data profiling 

and quality scoring while delivering scoring visibility 

throughout data lineage, impact analysis, 

governance visualizations and more, all in support of 

data fitness and improving data trust among users.

In some solutions, data quality plays another 

critical role in automating data value scoring, 

making high-value, trusted and reliable data easy to 

recognize within a data marketplace for consumers 

and better preparing organizations for the journey 

towards data monetization.

In today’s AI-focused era, ensuring data reliability 

has never been more important. Integrated data 

observability capabilities are critical to an 

organization’s ability to keep the most essential data 

sources on track, fit for use and supportive of AI 

governance and readiness. With out-of-the-box data 

quality measures for teams to auto-deploy during 

data profiling and no-code anomaly detection 

capabilities, data intelligence software can empower 

organizations to act quickly whenever data drifts 

beyond acceptable thresholds to ensure critical data 

reliability within analytics pipelines.

5. FLEXIBLE DEPLOYMENT WITHOUT  
SACRIFICING CAPABILITY
Moving to the cloud is an end game for many 

organizations, but timelines and current 

deployment needs vary widely, especially for those 
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operating within heavily regulated industries such 

as financial services, healthcare and the public 

sector. Data intelligence solutions that offer a full 

array of deployment options — all delivering full-

featured data intelligence capabilities today and 

into the future — offer organizations greater 

flexibility to manage their cloud journey on their 

unique timeline and ensure more sustainable 

business value over the long term. 

®

A market leader, erwin by Quest helps thousands of 

companies unite data modeling and data intelligence, 

maximizing data’s value. From model to marketplace, 

organizations can discover, understand, govern, score 

and share high-value, trusted data and AI models, 

advance data and AI governance, data platform 

modernization, data product development and 

delivery, regulatory compliance and more.  

Visit erwin.com to request a demo today. 

About Quest Software
Quest creates software solutions that make the benefits of new technology real in an increasingly 

complex IT landscape. Quest helps customers solve their next IT challenge, from maximizing the 

value of their data to Active Directory and Office 365 management, and cybersecurity resilience. 

Around the globe, more than 130,000 companies and 95% of the Fortune 500 count on Quest to 

become data empowered, deliver proactive management and monitoring for the next enterprise 

initiative, find the next solution for complex Microsoft challenges, and stay ahead of the next threat.
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